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Dear Friends,

The things that make for peace
About once a month I am the invited speaker at our Monday afternoon ‘Open
Door’. I really enjoy the group. We often have a good discussion and everyone
is happy to join in - even when we get crafty! One of the topics for our discussion during Lent was ‘peace’.
What do we mean by peace? Words such as ‘harmony’, ‘quiet’, ‘friendship’,
nonviolence came to mind. But like the word ‘love’ we discover in the Bible
that there are different understandings of ‘peace’.
In the Old Testament the Hebrew word for peace is Shalom. God was training
up his people to understand that they needed rules and to learn the cause and
effect of sin and goodness. The peace of Shalom in these Old Testament times
implied outward security and material prosperity. The peace of Shalom is conditional on outward circumstances.
‘He grants peace within your borders;
he fills you with the finest of wheat.’ Ps 147.14

In the New Testament we find that there are two meanings for peace. The
Greek word Hesychia implies the English eternal understanding of peace –
‘peace and quiet’. Hesychia, like Shalom is conditional on external factors not
‘disturbing the peace and quiet’ and therefore cannot exist where there is fighting, noise or disturbances. It might be the sort of peace found on the Sea of
Galilee when all is calm, all is still. This kind of peace is passive and inactive
and interestingly is an understanding of peace that is rarely referred to in the
New Testament. Two verses from 1 Timothy 2. 1 – 2 suggest this kind of
peace:
‘First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions,
and thanksgivings should be made for everyone, 2for kings and all
who are in high positions, so that we may lead a quiet and
peaceable life in all godliness and dignity.’
There is only this one reference to this kind of peace in the New Testament.
Therefore the peace Jesus came to bring must mean a different kind of peace.
Eirene is the Greek word for the peace of Christ. This is the inner peace that
comes from having Jesus at the centre of our lives. It is an inner peace that
looks outward. Jesus is our peace and this peace is independent of external
factors. We can know this peace when all around is in turmoil.
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It may arise from that active stillness before God, listening first, being so at
peace and at one with God, that we are enabled to bring about Eirene peace
in whatever situation. Always obedient to, and at one with, his Father, Jesus
lived with insecurity and in poverty for 3 years; but even in the eye of a
storm he was at peace. Jesus was at peace even as he journeyed towards Jerusalem.
‘Peace I leave with you – MY peace I give to you.’ (John 14.27)
May we all know the peace of Christ in our hearts this Easter.
Rev’d Barbara Calvert

EASTER 2017 and other SPECIAL SERVICES
Thursday 13th April – 8pm Maundy Thursday Service of
Holy Communion at Bromley Road
Good Friday 14th April – 11am CTiB Walk of Witness (see Page 19)
3pm Circuit Service and tea at West Wickham Methodist
Easter Sunday 16th April - Joint Service at Clockhouse Road:
9am Easter Breakfast
10am All Age Service with Holy Communion.
Sunday 14th May - 11am at Bromley Road — Christian Aid Sunday
parade led by Richard Baker, Head of Church Campaigns and Youth
Work at Christian Aid and Bromley Local Preacher
Sunday 21st May - 11am at Bromley Road Church Anniversary
Service led by Revd. Nigel Cowgill, District Chair for our area of South
London
Thursday 25th May 8pm - Ascension Day Joint Service at St. Paul’s
Church, Brackley Road, Beckenham. The two congregations have been
worshipping together on this day since the early 1960’s.
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CTiB
United
Service
3.30pm Sunday
14th May 2017
at
St. Mary’s Church,
Kingswood Road, Shortlands
Speaker: Richard Baker,
Head of Church Campaigns and Youth Work at
Christian Aid
to celebrate Christian Aid Week

Offering: for
the work of
Christian Aid
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OWN ARRANGEMENTS - 23rd April
On 23rd April there will be morning services at the usual times at both sites,
but led by members of the congregation.
I have often heard it said after a funeral, “What an interesting life! I wish
I’d known that before”.
At Bromley Road our theme will be ‘Meeting People’ and there will be stories, prayers, poems and interviews, interspersed with hymns old and new.
I hope there will be something for everyone. Do come and join us.
Jenny Nichols, Senior Steward

========= ******* ========
Make me a channel of your peace.
Where there is hatred, let me bring your love;
Where there is injury, your pardon, Lord;
And where there’s doubt, true faith in you:
O Master, grant that I may never seek
So much to be consoled as to console;
To be understood as to understand;
To be loved, as to love with all my soul.
Make me a channel of your peace.
Where there’s despair in life, let me bring hope;
Where there is darkness, only light;
And where there’s sadness, ever joy;
Refrain
Make me a channel of your peace.
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned,
In giving unto all that we receive,
And in dying that we’re born to eternal life.
from the Prayer of St Francis
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TCs NEWS.
Yes, after nearly 17 years we are still open daily to welcome all the customers who come in each day to have a chat over a tea or coffee as well as
those who do so while enjoying a ‘toastie’! This, of course, would not happen without the dedication of our team of volunteers and we warmly thank
them all now.
As you will know it doesn’t end there because from our operational surplus
we are able to help so many other people in this country and all over the
world which makes this form of outreach tremendously valuable—in fact
.
life-changing—so please continue to support TC’s and Traidcraft.
Thank you.
Incidentally, we sell many cards for all sorts of occasions and our customers
are often commenting on the lovely choice available. This is all due to
Wendy Richman who selects and buys the cards - so thank you Wendy for
all you are doing in this connection!
Easter arrangements - we will close at 2.30pm on Wednesday 12th April
and will re-open on Monday 24th April after our Easter Break.
Valerie Wilson

HELPING THOSE IN NEED - CLOTHES BANK
I go along once a month to the Clothes Bank taking with me all the kind
donations which have been put in ’that box’ in the New Room. Thank you
so much for these gifts.
I go with a sense of anticipation and a desire, along with the team on duty,
to help, if possible, all those who come to see us with their needs, not only
of clothing and toiletries but, in some cases the need to have a brief share
too. The enabling of the regaining of self-respect is so important in this
process.
You will see the items most needed are listed at the back of the box and
when I was last at the Clothes Bank one of team said that there was a particular need for JEANS, JOGGING BOTTOMS, BRIEFS (all sizes) and
TRAINERS, so any help in that direction would be most gratefully
received. Thank you.
Valerie Wilson
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Wartime Memories - How I traced Mina
by Patricia Graham (Church member 1940-1990)
In 1939 a little Jewish girl came to England from Vienna. She was looked
after by a couple who lived several doors away from my Grandma. (This was
in Leigh-on-Sea, where I was born in 1927 and lived until 1940.
Her name was Mina and she was the same age as me. She came to my
school, where she soon learned English and joined in everything. She had
left her mother, father and brother behind. The deaths of her mother and
father in extermination camps are recorded, but I don’t know what happened
to her brother.
For several years I had been trying to find out about her, with no reply from
Southend Council, Southend Synagogue or Leigh Library, but then in 2015
or 2016 I saw a documentary on BBC1 about Nicholas Winton who had
rescued hundreds of children from Czechoslovakia. After the programme the
phone number of the Jewish Refugee Association was shown, so I phoned
them. Within 10 minutes I had all the information I wanted. I couldn’t
believe my luck!
I then asked my friend to email the New York Refugee Association and got
the details of Mina and her daughter, Hedi, to whom I sent all the information I had.
Mina is in Florida, but she seems to have blocked out all her early years.
Hedi is very pleased to know her family’s history. She has sent me a letter
and Christmas greetings.
I am still on the trail, trying to find out how many children came to
Southend? Why there? and many other questions. Next I have to arrange to
go to Southend and look up the local paper for 1938-39 and I might get the
last details.
Thank you Pat, for your interesting article.
We would love to hear from anyone else with memories / news to share.
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THE MOTHER’S DAY TEA CONCERT
A talented group of students from the Royal College of Music performed to
a capacity audience at their second Tea Concert on 26th March. at Bromley
Road.
Those taking part, in order of performance, were Izy Cheesman (oboe),
Charlotte Schnurr (violin), Helen Cheesman (vocalist), Jonny Vaux
(saxophone) and Lois Ashenden (flute) and the accompanists were David
Thorne and Marion Blakely.
The audience enjoyed an afternoon of sheer delight with works, including
many contemporary composers, being played and sung to an extremely high
standard. It was a real joy to listen to these young people sharing their considerable talent with us. Thank you to you all.
The event realised about £1,000 for the Church Redevelopment Scheme
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LOVE IN A BOX
This year we are planning to make our Love in a Box project with St.
George’s Church. Last week I had a very nice meeting with their Junior
Church leader, June, and Curate, Tina.
So that as many people as possible will feel able to contribute in some way
we thought we would suggest either:
•
•
•
•

Individually cover and fill a box for one of the age groups as we have
done previously
Contribute financially to the transport of the boxes
Donate suitable things from the list of items which will be available
Join in a coffee morning combined with box covering and filling from
donated items - date and venue to be agreed
If you would like to know more please ask Wendy.
Everyone can help in some way, so please Watch This Space!

TOP OF THE PEW
The first round of this Annual Composition will take place on
Sunday 9th April 2017 at 8.00pm and our Team will be playing
away against Beckenham URC at their church in Oakhill Road
Support from members and friends at Beckenham Methodist
Church would be very much appreciated by our Team. We send
our good wishes for a successful evening.
During the half time break a collection in aid of this years charity
‘Carers Bromley’ will be made.
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REDEVELOPMENT UPDATE
Our planning application is due to come before the Bromley Council Planning Sub-committee on March 30th. It has been recommended for Approval,
but nothing can be certain until the committee meets. There are various conditions which will have to be met before any work can start, e.g. submission
of details about the landscaping, about the building materials to be used and a
plan for the access for construction traffic.
A redevelopment sub-group has met to discuss applications to grant-making
bodies / approaches to local businesses and users of our premises / letters to
former members. If you have addresses of people who are still interested in
the life of the church here in Beckenham, I would be grateful to hear from
you.
The logo competition has been judged and two winners chosen:
Alice Rose Scurfield (Brownie) and Ben Alcock.
Congratulations!
The designs will be available to see shortly and mugs produced.

GENERAL CHURCH MEETING
Our annual meeting will be held on Sunday May 21st. All members and those
interested in the life of the Church are encouraged to attend to elect your representatives to Church Council (the Managing Trustees of the Church); support the Church officers and hear about the life of the Church.
More details in weekly notices nearer the time.
I would be delighted to speak to anyone who feels this is the time for them to
become more involved.
We also need people at both sites who feel at ease with producing and
running Power Point programmes, or would like to learn. Please see Judith
Reep or me.
Jenny Nichols - Senior Steward
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ACTION FOR CHILDREN

Recently I went to a special ‘Thank you’ meeting for all Action
for Children volunteers in London and Kent.
There were several speakers explaining how Action for Children
works; their new slogan and their work with their particular
projects.
‘Action for Children works
By doing what’s right
By doing what’s needed
By doing what works.’
I was very impressed with the fact they were all young trained
people. The enthusiasm and dedication for the work to make
children's lives happier and support their families shone through.
I am currently opening our Lantern Boxes and if anyone would
like to give a donation I would be delighted to receive it.
Action for Children Sunday is July 9th and I hope we may have
one of their representatives to speak to us during the service.
Our summer event will take place as usual.
Thank you to everyone who contributes to this vital work with
children in this country.
Wendy Richman
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NEWS OF OUR
CHURCH FAMILY

Sybil Cook: Following a stroke with a consequent spell in hospital, Sybil is
now in a Care Home. Mary Kimmins, (a retired Local Preacher and former member of Bromley Road before transferring membership to Bromley
Methodist Church) is also at the same Care Home and we hope they may
meet up before long! We feel sure Sybil would appreciate a card or a visit.
Muriel Staples: We are sorry to learn that Muriel is back in hospital and
we think of her at this time.
June Durston: June has settled well into a Care Home and we understand
June would welcome visitors.
Gordon Hughes: We are delighted that Gordon is back playing his beloved
Bowls and has also kindly agreed to come back to TC’s duty on Tuesday
afternoons which is very helpful.

GWEN GENTRY 1927-2017
Gwen’s funeral took place at Clock House Road Church on Friday, 17th
February 2017.
Our Minister, Revd. Barbara Calvert, read a letter of tribute to Gwen which
had been written by Hilda Hannaford, a life-long friend of Gwen, and who
is a member of West Wickham Methodist Church.

Continued over
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Hilda writes: ‘When I think of my good friend Gwen the letter ‘C’ seems to
leap out to me, for Gwen was a committed Christian who was always
Cheerful, who Cared deeply for family and friends and animals, and who
was the most contented person I have known.
As an example of Gwen’s cheerfulness I recall the occasion when our two
families had decided to share a holiday. Gwen’s husband, Denis, had acquired a second-hand car, an old ‘banger’ in which they were to travel to the
holiday destination, which was in the Welsh borders. Our car got there
safely but it was some time before Gwen and Denis’s old banger came
spluttering up the road. They had endured a series of breakdowns and disasters which Gwen related with much merriment. She turned what should
have been a nightmare into a fun journey, full of exciting moments, and it
made our hassle-free journey seem boring!
Her caring nature was shown in many ways. She was a devoted mother and
grandmother and daughter. When her mother became housebound with crippling arthritis, Gwen turned her dining room into a bed sitting room with en
suite facilities and Gwen nursed her mother devotedly for the rest of her
mother’s life. In contrast, when her son Geoffrey’s wife had a baby girl,
Gwen shared the caring of the baby with the other grandmother, thus enabling the baby’s mother to continue with her job which she enjoyed. The
situation was repeated when the second child, a boy, was born and Gwen
loved her grandchildren and rejoiced that she had been able to contribute to
their upbringing.
As for contentment, I never heard her speak enviously of anybody or anything. When her contemporaries were booking holidays abroad Gwen and
Denis chose to explore England, which they loved. In fact I can only think
of one visit abroad that they took and that was a two day excursion to see
the Dutch bulb fields. As long as Gwen had her cosy home with a garden
filled with flowers, a healthy family to love and care for and a dog, then she
was rich beyond words.’.
Denis and Gwen were Cub Leader and Assistant Cub Leader respectively at
Bromley Road for many years. They were also both on the committee of
Abbeyfield at Thornsett Road and following the closure of that home, and
the death of Denis, Gwen served on the committee of the Queens Road
house.
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CONCERT BY BECKENHAM JUNIOR CHOIR
AND BECKENHAM YOUTH VOICES
The Choirs will be making another visit to Bromley Road on Saturday,
May 20th. at 7.00p.m. and on this occasion will be giving the first performance of an opera by James Olsen, who was brought up in Beckenham, but
now teaches in Oxford and is based in Ely. James studied piano and organ
with John Webber, the Choirs’ director and composed from an early age.
This opera is called “One of our Brothers is a Lion” and tells the intriguing
story of how, in the fourth century, a lion came to St. Jerome’s monastery.
You’ll find out more at the concert!
There will also be a performance of “Songs of London Town”, by the
Welsh composer Mervyn Burtch. This will be interspersed with poems
about our City. One of our Junior Church members is a part of this Choir.

The Junior Choir (for boys and girls aged 6-11) began in 1993 and Youth
Voices (aged 11-18) eleven years later. Both groups give regular concerts
in the area. New members are welcome and John can be contacted on 8650
9164 and maggieandjohn1@gmail.com
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Church Flowers - Bromley Road
April 2017

May 2017

2nd

Mary Cook

9th

Valerie Wilson

16th

Easter Day Service at CHR

23rd

Diane Chorley

30th

David & Angelia Keall

7th

Christine Handel

14th

Joy Huggett

21st

June & Ken White

28th

Evron Baird

Church Flowers - Clock House Road
April 2017

May 2017

2nd

Venus Leon

9th

Irene Antwi

16th

Mary Sawyer

23ed

Lum & Roy

30th

Graham McLeod

7th

Venus Leon

14th

Irene Antwi

21st

Mary Sawyer

28th

Lum & Roy

If anyone wishes to join in these Rotas please contact
Margaret Hazlewood for BR or Irene Antwi for CHR
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OPEN
DOOR
Wesley Lounge at Bromley Road
Mondays 2 to 3.30pm
APRIL 2017
3rd

Antarctica — Brenda Hotham

10th

Revd Barbara Calvert

17th

EASTER MONDAY - No meeting

24th

Members Afternoon

MAY 2017
1st

MAY BANK HOLIDAY — No meeting

8th

Thoughts of Spring

15th

Revd Barbara Calvert

22nd

Ascension / Tissington Well Dressing

29th

SPRING BANK HOLIDAY — No meeting

Always time for a chat and refreshments.

ALL WELCOME
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CHURCHES TOGETHER in
BECKENHAM

The following events will be taking place over the coming weeks:On Good Friday there will be a Walk of Witness down the High Street
from St Edmunds to the Green at St Georges. 11am from St Edmunds. It is hoped that there will be a good turn out for this.
Christian Aid Week is 14th to 20th May. [See page 4 for details]
A Picnic on the Green will be held this year on 25th June. If anyone
would like to make suggestions regarding a theme for this, or indeed
any activities we as a church could provide, please speak to myself
or Revd.. Barbara.
A CTiB Lent course is now running very successfully each Tuesday evening at St Johns Church Halls, Eden Park Avenue. There are 5 separate
groups that meet each week joining together for worship at the beginning
and the end of each evening. It is proving a very interesting and worthwhile
course and several members of our congregation are attending.
We continue to be represented at the clergy and representative meetings
held by CTiB which organises all the above activities and we are still looking for someone to join me at those meetings. Do speak to me if you would
like to get involved. (See also page 4)
Thank you
Christine Handel

OBERAMMERGAU 2020
A few members of Bromley Methodist Church are interested in going
to the Passion Play in 2020.
If you would like to go, please contact Ann Woollins as soon as
possible.
Email: a.woollins3154@btinternet.com
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Shopping in Bromley
on a Thursday?
Why not take a break at the Methodist Church
(just beyond Sainsbury’s) ?
COFFEE MORNING
10.00 am to 12 noon
Tea, coffee &
excellent home made cakes!
LUNCHTIME WORSHIP
In the Vine Chapel 12.15 – 12.45 pm
6th April

John Cox , Lay Reader, St Mary’s Church, College Road

13th April

Readings and Prayers for Holy Week

20th April

David Lemmon, Local Preacher, Bromley Methodist
Church

27th April

Revd Karen George, Minister Bromley Methodist Church

4th May

Revd Barbara Calvert, Superintendent Minister Bromley
Methodist Circuit

11th May

Revd Alan Keeler, Vicar, St Mary’s Church, College Road

18th May

Margaret Smith, Local Preacher, Bromley Methodist
Church

25th May

Revd Karen George, Minister Bromley Methodist Church
All are welcome
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Invite you to join us for our Annual Lunch
On Saturday 13th May, 2017 - 12.30 for 1.00 pm
At West Kent Golf Club, Downe, Kent, BR6 7LD
Speaker: The Inspirational Tricia Stewart
One of the Original “Calendar Girls”
(the rôle played by Helen Mirren in the film)

3 course lunch with coffee
£35 per person (all proceeds to JusB)
For further details please contact Alison Driscoll at Bromley
Methodist Church. (The Soroptimist’s regularly meet at
Bromley Road)
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MEN’S FORUM - PROGRAMME 2017
Since our last report The Men’s Forum has continued to meet regularly at
11.00am on the second Saturday of each month.
We have continued to worship monthly on Thursdays at 12.15pm at
Bromley Methodist Church followed by lunch.
Saturday April 8th:

Easter Reflections

Thursday April 27th:

Bromley Methodist followed by lunch

Saturday May 13th:

Rev Barbara Calvert

Thursday May 25th:

Bromley Methodist followed by lunch

Saturday June 10th:

A visit to Woolwich, including the Thames Barrier,
followed by lunch.

Thursday June 22nd:

Bromley Methodist followed by lunch

A warm welcome is extended to join us at our meetings, which present a
forum for discussion on all matters of interest and to share in visits.

New members are always most welcome.
Please contact David Keall or Graham McLeod
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Sunday Services
Bromley Road
11.00am

Clockhouse Road
9.30am
2nd April

Revd. Barbara Calvert
Holy Communion

Local Arrangement

9th April PALM SUNDAY
Mr Jim Holman
16th April - EASTER DAY
EASTER BREAKFAST AT CLOCKHOUSE ROAD

Mr David Dingley

9.00am
10.00am COMBINED SERVICE AT CLOCKHOUSE ROAD
Revd. Barbara Calvert Holy Communion
23rd April
Local Arrangement

Local Arrangement
30th April

Mr Mike Tinson

Mr David Dingley
7th May

Revd. Barbara Calvert
Holy Communion

Revd. Barbara Calvert
Holy Communion
14th May

Mr Richard Baker

Revd. Barbara Calvert
21st May

Revd. Nigel Cowgill

Major Cliff Kent
28th May

Revd. Derek Stanworth

Mr David Lemmon
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HOW ABOUT A NIGHT OUT WITH THE GIRLS ?
The Brownies meet on Monday evenings at Bromley Road and Tuesday
evenings at Clock House Road, the Guides & Rangers meet on Friday evenings at Bromley Road and the Trefoil Guild (Brownies for grownups)
meets on Thursday evenings at Bromley Road.
If you’d like to join us (or help us) let me know and I’ll put you in touch
with the right people. You don’t need to commit to every week and the only
qualification needed is to be able to have fun!
Carole Dewar - caroledewar2012@hotmail.co.uk

GET YOUR INDICATOR BY EMAIL
Should any person wish to receive an electronic copy of the Indicator rather
than having a printed version, please do let Jenny Nichols know on:jenny.nichols1@ntlworld.com
Please send articles for the next Indicator, covering June, July & August 2017 to :- Jenny Nichols: jenny.nichols1@ntlworld.com or
Christine Handel: christine.handel@ntlworld.com or
Colin Wilson, email:colval.wilson@btinternet.com
by Sunday 21st May 2017 at the latest for distribution on Sunday
4th June 2017
Volunteers are requested to join the Folding & Stapling Party at
10.00am on Thursday 1st June in the Wesley Lounge at Bromley Road
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USEFUL CONTACTS
Beckenham Methodist Church
(Registered Charity No. 1138006)
Bromley Road Church BR3 5JE
0208 650 2763

& Clockhouse Road Church BR3 4JP
0208 663 6149

*****************************************************************

Minister in Charge: Revd. Barbara Calvert 8658 6484
Email: barbara.calvert@methodist.org.uk
Senior Steward:

Jenny Nichols 8460 6713

Church Council Secretary: Sheila Priestman 8460 1091
Church Treasurer: Simon Young 8658 6679
Junior Church Co-ordinator: Mary Cook 8656 2815
Flower Secretaries:

BR - Margaret Hazlewood 7733 6116
CHR - Irene Antwi 8778 2124

Property Co-ordinator: David Jackson 8656 2815
Property Stewards: Colin Wilson
8464 3768
David Jackson
8656 2815
Barry Stewart
8325 8861
Graham McLeod 8325 5243
Room Booking Officers: BR David Jackson
8656 2815
CHR Graham McLeod 8325 5243
Brownies:
Guides:
Beavers:
Cubs:
Scouts:
Web Site:

Carole Dewar
Karen Millican
Mandy Sarhane
Steve Shirley
Gordon Wilson

8650 9027
8650 6248
8650 4822
8650 0330
8650 1035

http://www.beckenhammethodistchurch.co.uk

Circuit Web Site: http://www.bromleymethodistcircuit.org.uk
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