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Reflections on ministry

Revd. Barbara Calvert
May 2017

Each month Jenny, Sheila, Mary Sawyer, Comfort, David McLeod and I
visit Hall Grange MHA to lead a short morning service. We all enjoy going. It is good to worship together and to chat to the residents. I think to
myself that if I am in a MHA home one day when I’m elderly and frail, I
do hope some people will come in to lead worship each morning. So you
can see my thoughts are turning towards old age! I remember in February
we took the theme for our Hall Grange service of the elderly pair, Simeon
and Anna. In Luke’s gospel we are told that Simeon had waited all his life
to behold ‘the Lord’s Messiah’ and then the day arrives when Mary and
Joseph enter the temple in Jerusalem cradling their infant son. Simeon’s
faithfulness was rewarded but as in so much of life his joy is tinged with
sadness as he has foresight of the hard and painful road that lies ahead.
This beautiful story from Luke is in my mind as I write my reflections on
ministry. It’s not all joy!
I was baptised at Shepherds Bush church, and grew up at the church in
Love Lane, Pinner. Our family never missed a Sunday and we even took
our Sunday School ‘star cards’ on holiday to Cornwall so that we could get
our stamp at Polzeath Methodist Church. My first claim to fame occurred
when at the age of seven I was chosen to present the bouquet to our retiring minister’s wife at Pinner, Mrs Saunders. I remember this involved
learning to curtsey. I was very proud to see my photograph in the ‘Harrow
Observer’.
In those days the women I admired in leadership in the church were our
Sunday School teachers and returning missionaries. So this is what I aspired to. I was a Sunday School teacher from the age of 16 and then an RE
teacher and the desire to travel overseas for the church was fulfilled when I
worked for some years for Christian Aid. I sensed for a while an inner
voice calling me to the ordained ministry but circumstances did not allow.
Then one day, when I was working as a university chaplain in Scotland, I
suddenly realised the time had come. I had a conversation with my superintendent minister (my husband) and sometime later we were wending our
way from ministry in Scotland to Devon where I was stationed as a probationer in the Exeter circuit.
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I remember David saying that ministry is a lonely job. I didn’t fully appreciate this until these last two years. Clearly it has been very lonely since
David died but that is not what he meant. It is the nature of ministry to
maintain certain boundaries in our personal relationships and itinerancy
means that we are always saying goodbye and moving on. Whilst stationed
in a circuit you give your life to the work in hand and then suddenly it is
over. You are off somewhere else sometimes never to return. But you never
forget. Each church of which I have been privileged to minister has been an
important part of my journey and I know I have always learnt far more than
I have been able to give. This is no less true of my time here in Beckenham
and I pray God’s blessing for you all and all that lies ahead.
So now, like Simeon and Anna I am older. I am waiting. I am also waiting
for a baby. A new grandchild is on the way. Many of you will remember my
grandson Arthur (aged 4) ‘helping’ me lead worship one Sunday at Clock
House and Bromley Road, well, he is expecting a sibling in the next couple
of weeks and tells me ‘I don’t mind if I have a baby brother or a baby sister’
– so that’s a relief as there’s no sending it back! I am looking forward to
‘sitting down’ (to use Methodist terminology for retiring ministers). It will
be wonderful to have time to spend with my family. I too have faith in
God’s blessing and I believe that a whole, exciting new phase of my life is
about to begin.
And I will have time too to reflect on my ministry. It is too soon yet. But I
expect part of my reflection will be similar to my reflections on my time
spent as an RE teacher. We never know the fruits of our work. We sow
seeds and then leave it to God. I thank God for all the people who have supported me along the way, for the people who I have been privileged to journey with, for a while, and I look forward to wherever the road ahead leads.
‘Two roads diverged in a wood, and I –
I took the one less travelled by,
And that has made all the difference’.
from ‘The road less travelled’
Robert Frost

Barbara’s Farewell Circuit Service will be held on Sunday, 9th July at
6.30pm at Bromley Methodist Church and Rachel Lampard, Vice President, will be the speaker.
.
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Before too long there will be an air of excitement among the 7 Scouts and 4 Leaders of the 4th Beckenham South Group who will be attending the above event! In
all just over 200 will be going to Portugal from the Bromley Scout District.
This will be an opportunity for Scouts from many Scout Groups to gather together for different activities , experiencing as they do so a sense of team spirit,
making new friendships, seeing new places and having fun together.
We wish all those from our Scout Group a really great time. Come back and tell
us about it in the next Indicator!
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TCs NEWS.
TCs continues as usual and the Management Committee, together with all
the volunteers, are so grateful for the support we receive from our loyal
customers, both in coming to the café and buying Traidcraft goods and our
lovely cards.
Over the years we have raised an incredible amount of money for many
different charities locally, nationally and internationally and all the opera.
tional
surplus from the café has been donated in this way.
So I would say, thank you so much to our customers and to the volunteers
who serve you week by week for making this possible.
Valerie Wilson

BECKENHAM CLOTHES BANK
at HOLY TRINITY CHURCH
As you know, the Clothes Bank is open on the 2nd and 4th Saturday mornings of the month, staffed by volunteers who, it is good to report, have increased in numbers a little recently and so I go along every other month.
We are a cheerful, international bunch of people and do our very best to
help every customer who comes to see us.
Most weeks we have a reasonable amount of clothing and if there are needs
we cannot meet that day, we make a note and endeavour to get the items for
the customer’s next visit.
All the various toiletries given are always very popular and disappear rapidly, part of the reason probably being that there are adequate washing facilities thoughtfully provided at Holy Trinity!
Valerie Wilson
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CIRCUIT YOUTH QUIZ NIGHT
In October we spent an evening learning about the experiences of refugees
and at the end of our meeting we decided we wanted to do something to
help them. In our February meeting we decided to hold a quiz night and so
we came up with ideas for the rounds and questions for the quiz which is
harder than it sounds, and Charlotte and Tomiwa designed a poster to
advertise it. We started selling tickets and we decided we would bake
cakes for the refreshments.
On the 7th May we held the quiz night to support the work of Christian
Aid. We had nine teams of six or more people. We took it in turns to read
out the questions and give the answers. The winning team scored 74 points
and was given a Fairtrade hamper that we had provided. Overall it was enjoyable evening and everyone who participated had fun. In the end we
were able to raise a fantastic £385.50 for Christian Aid’s work with refugees and displaced people. Thank you to everyone who supported us.
Cameron on behalf of the Circuit Youth Group
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A STEP ALONG THE WAY
We cannot do everything, and there is a sense of liberation in
realising this.
This enables us to do something, and to do it really well.
It may be incomplete, but it is a beginning, a step along the way.
An opportunity for the Lord’s grace to enter and to do the rest.
We may never see the end results, but that is the difference
between the master builder and the worker.
We are the workers, not master builders, ministers not messiahs.
We are prophets of a future not our own.
Prophetic words from the late Archbishop Oscar Romero

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

There are two things to do about the gospel. Believe it
and behave it.
Susanna Wesley
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The Very Reverend Ray Coster

Following the Circuit Meeting on 7th May we are pleased to announce that
the Circuit Meeting have invited the Very Reverend Ray Coster from the
Presbyterian Church in New Zealand to come and minister in the circuit for
a year beginning September 2017.
Ray will have pastoral charge of Beckenham Methodist Church and is a
highly experienced and gifted minister. Ray will be coming with his wife,
Judy and they will be living in the Bramerton Road manse. His appointment
is subject to the agreement of the Methodist Conference and the issue of a
relevant Visa. For the period of one year beginning September 2017
Revd Karen George will be Acting Superintendent Minister and will have
pastoral charge of West Wickham Methodist Church alongside Deacon
Laura MacBean, who will continue to focus her ministry on the church and
community of West Wickham.
The circuit will be entering the stationing process in the Autumn of 2017 to
seek a Superintendent Minister with pastoral charge of Beckenham and
West Wickham from September 2018 onwards.
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FULFILLING DREAMS
Since childhood I have been passionate about penguins and, after my retirement in 2002, I have spent holidays visiting places where there are penguins. I volunteered with the ‘Earthwatch’ charity to monitor penguins on
Robben Island, South Africa, in 2004, 2005 and 2007. Subsequently I have
also helped to monitor penguins on four occasions on Dassen Island, South
Africa, with somebody I met on the last ‘Earthwatch’ trip.
Having achieved my aims of contributing to data on African penguins and
photographing all species of penguin I decided I wanted to volunteer with
a people based charity.
I heard about the ‘Hospice for Hope’ charity through speakers at a recent
‘Open Door’ meeting. Volunteers were needed for a holiday club in Brasov, Romania, for children with rare or life limiting illnesses. I had been to
Brasov with a school party in 1974 and had always wanted to go back. The
club involves some craft work with the children. I have been making cards,
fridge magnets and bookmarks for about 20 years and thereby supporting
the charities ‘Action for Children’ and the ‘Yellow-eyed Penguin Trust’. I
felt that the Brasov Holiday Club fulfilled my wishes and would use my
craft skills.
I am therefore planning to go at the end of July for a 12 day trip. I will be
fully funding myself, but any donations for the ‘Hospice for Hope’ charity
would be gratefully received.
Brenda Hotham

A REFLECTION FROM LAVINIA BYRNE’S BOOK
THE DOME OF HEAVEN
“...then we do the bravest thing of all ...we set our faces to the new task,
the new life that awaits us, a future that is unknown and quite precarious
possibly. A future which is in God’s gift”.
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Muriel Staples: Muriel is at home with appropriate 24 hour care and with
family care.
She had a wonderfully happy 95th birthday on 16th May
which she thoroughly enjoyed.
June Durston: June has settled well into a Care Home and we understand
would welcome visitors. If you cannot visit, letting her know she is not forgotten in card form would also be appreciated.
Ken White: Although it is now several weeks since Ken’s Funeral we continue to remember June and her family in our prayers. What came across at
Ken’s Service of Thanksgiving was the real love and affection which the
family had for him and for each other. We, too, have good memories of Ken
and one of his many attributes was his graciousness and the kindly way in
which he welcomed those attending worship on Sunday mornings. When he
asked how you were that day on shaking hands, you felt he really wanted to
know and his sincerity meant a lot to many people. Thank you, Ken, for your
friendship which we will treasure and not forget. It will also be good to continue to see June when possible.
Sybil Cook: As you will know Sybil is in a Care Home in Bromley and welcomes visitors.
Our young people: We think of all our young people both at university, college and school who have just taken exams and whatever the outcome
we wish them well for the future, wherever that may take them.
Kudzai & Samara Zendera: We congratulate them on the birth of their
daughter.
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GENERAL CHURCH MEETING
At our meeting on 21st May, we re-appointed Sheila Priestman as Church
Council Secretary; Simon Young as Church Treasurer and Lum Ntumazah
as Safeguarding Officer.
The team of Stewards remains as 2016/17:
Jenny Nichols (Senior),
Cynthia Campbell,
David Dingley,
Christine Handel,
Barbara Kyei,
Comfort Lawson,
Beverley McCleary,
Graham McLeod
Sheila Priestman.
Elected representatives from September 2017 are as follows:
Irene Antwi, Vicky Bessant, Andrew Cloke, Tina Eshun, Gordon Hughes,
Carol Jefferies, Joe Krywko, Ruben Martin, Thandie Munaiwe,
Barry Stewart, Colin Wilson,
Thanks to all the many people who have served the church in any capacity
during the past year.
Jenny Nichols, Senior Steward

MOTHER’S DAY TEA CONCERT
A talented group of students from the Royal College of Music performed to
a capacity audience at their second Tea Concert on 26th March. at Bromley
Road. This event raised £975.00 for the Church Redevelopment Project
and again we wish to thank all who performed - WELL DONE.
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REDEVELOPMENT UPDATE
Bromley Council planning permission was agreed in April 2017 with
some pre- conditions e.g. external materials and visual elements should be
stipulated. Likewise, the Methodist Conservation Officer is in broad
agreement but would prefer the front doors to be retained somehow.
The Redevelopment Team from April 2017 is as follows:
Mark Cheesman (Chair), Judith Reep (Deputy Chair), Jenny Nichols
(Secretary), Colin Wilson (Consents Process), Simon Young (Church
Treasurer), Mary Cook (Grant-making applications), David Jackson
(Property Co-ordinator), David Dingley, Barbara Kyei.
Funding: The Grant-making applications sub-group is exploring charitable trusts to see if we match any of the criteria and aim to apply to as
many as possible, as soon as possible. We cannot have Connexional consent to draw on Methodist funds until other money is in place.
Fund-raising: Barbara Kyei is looking further at possibilities for
merchandise.
Winners of the logo competition:
Ben Alcock and Alice Scurfield (one of the Brownies) [See Page 5]

REMEMBERING OUR CREATOR
Yes, God is good—in earth and sky,
From ocean-depths and spreading wood,
Ten thousand voices seem to cry,
‘God made us all, and God is good’.
The sun that keeps his trackless way
And downward pours his golden flood,
Night’s sparkling hosts, all seem to say
In accents clear that God is good.
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PERSONALIA
Hello, my name is Margaret and some of you may know me as one of
the flower arrangers as well as being the Flower Secretary.
I first came to this church in the mid 1990’s after a lifetime of being
brought up in the Baptist Church.
I lived with my mother and twin sister in East Dulwich and when I left
school my first job was as a dressmaker. From there I went to work at
a wine merchant’s and after a few years I worked in insurance companies, where I met my husband, finishing my single statue with an airline.
I gave up work when my son was born and two years later I had my
daughter. With my children at school , I embarked on a career as a
Nursery Nurse working in Nursery and Primary schools in Southwark.
After joining the Methodist Church I saw an advert for Heritage Stewards at Wesley’s Chapel in London and began a stint as a Heritage
Steward there.
I have always been interested in flowers and after I retired I took a
course in flower arranging. I now spend my time between the church,
the family, flower arranging and aqua aerobics. There are still more
things I would like to do when I have the time.
This is just a little insight into my background which I hope you’ve
found interesting.
Margaret Hazlewood
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FURTHER REMINISCENCES FROM PAT GRAHAM
When I was 16 I decided to become a member of Bromley Road but, as I
had never been christened, I had to have that done first. I can’t remember if
we were between ministers, but I was able to pick a minister from the
Circuit. I naturally chose the chap from West Wickham because he was
young and handsome AND I had seen him christen babies and they all got a
kiss! No, dear readers, I did not get one!
During the war we had a young Canadian soldier come to Evening Service
and to the Youth Fellowship meeting after church. He was a farmer’s son
and I don’t think he had mixed with girls. We were rather naughty in making him blush, which he did very easily. He went back to Canada after the
war but did visit again and stayed with the Copelands. When he died his
family sent me a tape of his funeral because it mentions Bromley Road. I
have the tape which I will gladly pass on to your archivist.
I have kept in touch with his daughter, most recently Christmas greetings in
2016.
Sincerely,
Pat

REMEMBERING OUR CREATOR (cont.)
The merry birds prolong the strain,
Their song with every spring renewed;
And balmy air and falling rain,
Each softly whispers: ‘God is good,.
We hear it in the rushing breeze;
The hills that have for ages stood,
The echoing sky and roaring seas,
All swell the chorus: ‘God is good.
For all thy gifts we bless thee, Lord,
But chiefly for our heavenly food.
Thy pardoning grace, thy quickening word,
These prompt our song, that God is good.
John Hampden Gurney (1802-62)
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Church Flowers - Bromley Road
June

4th

June Durston

July

11th Ena Hamblyn

2nd Derek Clift
9th Christine Gaskin

18th Comfort Lawson

16th Jenny Nichols

25th Frank Thompson

23rd Gretta Blacknell
30th MollyTimmermans

August

6th Marie Gittings
13th Brenda Hotham
20th Valerie Wilson
(Joint Service at CHR)
27th Sybil Cook

Church Flowers
Clock House Road
June 4th Graham McLeod
11th Joint Service at BR
18th Irene Antwi
25th Mary Sawyer
July 2nd Lum & Roy
9th

August

6th Lum & Roy

TBA

13th Joint Service at BR

16th

Venus Leon

23rd

Irene Antwi

20th Valerie Wilson
Joint Service at CHR
27th Irene Antwi

30th

Joint Service at CHR Mary Sawyer & Molly Timmermans

If anyone wishes to join in these Rotas please contact Margaret
Hazlewood for BR or Irene Antwi for CHR
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OPEN
DOOR

Wesley Lounge at Bromley Road
Mondays 2 to 3.30pm
JUNE 2017
5th

TBC

12th

Revd Barbara Calvert

19th

TBC

26th

Visit to Hospice of Hope tea rooms—Otford

JULY 2017
3rd

TBC

10th

Tea at the Manse

17th

SUMMER BREAK until SEPTEMBER

Always time for a chat and refreshments.

ALL WELCOME
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CHURCHES TOGETHER in
BECKENHAM
The following events will be taking place over the
coming weeks:A Picnic on the Green will be held this year on 25th June. If anyone would
like to make suggestions regarding a theme for this, or indeed any activities
we as a church could provide, please speak to myself or Revd.. Barbara.
We continue to be represented at the clergy and representative meetings
held by CTiB which organises all the above activities and we are still looking for someone to join me at those meetings. Do speak to me if you would
like to get involved. (See also page 4) Thank you.
Christine Handel

SUBMITTING ARTICLES FOR
THE INDICATOR
We are delighted that some of our readers are inspired to submit book
reviews, personalia items and articles to be included in the Indicator.
When doing so, please would you make sure that you add your name to any
item so that folk can follow up if they want to know more.
For published items, please also ensure you have the permission of the
author and then add their name as author of any work.
Thank you.
The Editorial Team.
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Shopping in Bromley
on a Thursday?
Why not take a break at the Methodist Church
[just beyond Sainsbury’s] ?

COFFEE MORNING
10.00 am to 12 noon
Tea, coffee & excellent home made cakes!

LUNCHTIME WORSHIP

[All are welcome]

In the Vine Chapel 12.15 – 12.45 pm
1st June
8th June

Preachers in June
Deacon Laura MacBean
West Wickham Methodist Church
Mr John Morley
Lay Reader, St Luke’s Church, Bromley Common

15th June

Revd Andrew McClellan
St John the Evangelist Church, Park Road

22nd June

Revd Barbara Calvert
Superintendent Minister, Bromley Methodist Circuit

6th July

Preachers in July
Mr Jim Holman
Local Preacher, Bromley Methodist Circuit

13th July

Revd Karen George
Minister Bromley Methodist Church

20th July

Mr John Morley

27th July

Revd Barbara Calvert

When presenting a notice where some names appear twice is probably a good time to say
a big THANK YOU to all our Thursday preachers, whether they come monthly or just
once a year. We greatly appreciate you giving your time to preparing and leading our
worship. God bless you all !
David Lemmon
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MUSICAL NEWS
The BECKENHAM JUNIOR CHOIR AND YOUTH VOICES under
the direction of John Webber were welcomed to Bromley Road on Saturday
20th May and performed to a packed church. There was literally standing
room only with over 60 people sitting in the gallery and the enthusiasm of
the young singers made it a great evening. The first half comprised a medley of poems and songs about London with many of the young singers, including our own Nehara Fernando, having solo spots. Each one was
greeted with huge applause.
The second half consisted of the first performance of a Children’s Opera
written specially for the choir by one of its former members and assistant
directors, James Olsen. “One of our brothers is a lion” was based around
the story of St. Jerome and the legend that his monastery adopted a lion as
one of its members. All I can say is you should have been there to witness
such a great occasion with over 200 people in our church. We look forward
to many more such events in the future.
Witches and Wizards is the sub-title of the next SOUTH LONDON
SINGERS concert to be held at Bromley Road on Saturday 15th July at
7.45pm. As usual the summer concert is in a lighter vein and this year a bit
different again. The Hammig String Quartet will join David Thorne (on
harpsichord) to accompany the choir in the concert version of Purcell’s Opera Dido and Aeneas which was written for a “School for Young Gentlewomen” in Chelsea and first performed in 1689. Solo parts will be taken by
members of the choir, with Maggie Isom as Dido, Jackie Riley as Belinda
and James Heathcote as Aeneas. The two witches will be played by Monica
Duncan and Monica Channell.
The String Quartet will provide an instrumental interlude and then by complete contrast the choir will entertain with the Wizard of Oz choral suite –
all the well-known songs from the film; “Ding dong the Witch is Dead”,
“Somewhere over the Rainbow” etc.
The concert will be followed by the traditional summer buffet and tickets
will be available nearer the time from members of the choir and at TCs.
Contact David Jackson in the meantime
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MEN’S FORUM - PROGRAMME 2017
Since our last report The Men’s Forum has continued to meet regularly at
11.00am on the second Saturday of each month.
We have continued to worship monthly on Thursdays at 12.15pm at
Bromley Methodist Church followed by lunch.
Saturday June 10th:

A visit to Woolwich, including the Thames Barrier,
followed by lunch.

Thursday June 22nd:

Bromley Methodist followed by lunch

A warm welcome is extended to join us at our meetings, which present a
forum for discussion on all matters of interest and to share in visits.

New members are always most welcome.
Please contact David Keall or Graham McLeod

CHURCH CLEANING TEAMS
We are looking for more volunteers on the Church cleaning
rota until works commence in the sanctuary. If you think you can
help out on this for a couple of hours every six weeks, please speak
to Colin Wilson.
++++++++++++++++++
Environmentalist Christians recently looked with dismay at the fuel efficiency
of American cars and asked “What would Jesus drive”? Maybe this handmade sign observed on the back of an Amish horse and buggy in
Pennsylvania has an answer:
Energy efficient vehicle. Runs on oats and grass.
Caution: do not step in exhaust’.
Thanks to St.John’s News Hereford Methodist Church
21

Sunday Services
Bromley Road
11.00am

Clockhouse Road
9.30am
4th June

Revd. Barbara Calvert
Holy Communion

Revd. Barbara Calvert
Holy Communion
11th June

Mr Robinson MHA

Joint Service at Bromley Road
18th June

Revd. Derek Stanworth
Mr Jim Holman

Revd. Karen George
25th June
Mr David Lemmon
2nd July

Revd. Barbara Calvert
Holy Communion
LA AFC Speaker

Deacon Laura MacBean
9th July
Mr John Morley
16th July

Mr David Lemmon

Mr Richard Baker
23rd July

Mr Jim Holman

Mr David Dingley
30th July

Joint Service at
Clockhouse Road

10.30am
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Revd/ Barbara Calvert
Holy Communion

SUNDAY SERVICES IN AUGUST
Bromley Road

Clockhouse Road

11.00am

9.30am
6th August

Mr Mike Tinson

Local Arrangement
13th August

Mrs Christina Messenger

Joint Service at Bromley Road

20th August
Joint Service at
Clockhouse Road

10.30am

Ms Alison Driscoll

27th August
Deacon Laura MacBean

Mr Jim Holman

GET YOUR INDICATOR BY EMAIL
Should any person wish to receive an electronic copy of the Indicator rather
than having a printed version, please do let Jenny Nichols know on:jenny.nichols1@ntlworld.com
Please send articles for the next Indicator, covering September & October 2017 to :- Jenny Nichols: jenny.nichols1@ntlworld.com or
Christine Handel: christine.handel@ntlworld.com or
Colin Wilson, email:colval.wilson@btinternet.com
by Sunday 13th August 2017 at the latest for distribution on Sunday
27th August 2017
Volunteers are requested to join the Folding & Stapling Party at
10.00am on Thursday 24th August in the Wesley Lounge at Bromley
Road
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USEFUL CONTACTS
Beckenham Methodist Church
(Registered Charity No. 1138006)
Bromley Road Church BR3 5JE
0208 650 2763

& Clockhouse Road Church BR3 4JP
0208 663 6149

*****************************************************************

Minister in Charge: Revd. Barbara Calvert 8658 6484
Email: barbara.calvert@methodist.org.uk
Senior Steward:

Jenny Nichols 8460 6713

Church Council Secretary: Sheila Priestman 8460 1091
Church Treasurer: Simon Young 8658 6679
Junior Church Co-ordinator: Mary Cook 8656 2815
Flower Secretaries:

BR - Margaret Hazlewood 7733 6116
CHR - Irene Antwi 8778 2124

Property Co-ordinator: David Jackson 8656 2815
Property Stewards: Colin Wilson
8464 3768
David Jackson
8656 2815
Barry Stewart
8325 8861
Graham McLeod 8325 5243
Room Booking Officers: BR David Jackson
8656 2815
CHR Graham McLeod 8325 5243
Brownies:
Guides:
Beavers:
Cubs:
Scouts:
Web Site:

Carole Dewar
Karen Millican
Mandy Sarhane
Steve Shirley
Gordon Wilson

8650 9027
8650 6248
8650 4822
8650 0330
8650 1035

http://www.beckenhammethodistchurch.co.uk

Circuit Web Site: http://www.bromleymethodistcircuit.org.uk
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